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Theme Text: Hebrews 13:7-8 (ESV) 7  Remember your leaders, those 

who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of 

life, and imitate their faith.  

 

Theme Illustration: This morning’s text begins with an unexpected word. 

When talking about church leaders the command is not here at this point to 

submit, or follow, but to remember. There are questions we must answer 

concerning our text. These rulers or leaders are not those who at the time of 

writing was serving the church. These rulers or leaders were their leaders in 

the past, the recent past. And how are we to remember them? What does the 

Holy Spirit mean by following their faith? What is being mentioned by the 

words, considers the outcome of their life or in other translations their 

conversation. They’re the ones who spoke the words of life to them. They 

are the ones who have gone on to their reward. Did they die in faith or fear? 

Did they die with praise and thanksgiving on their lips? Did they die as 

faithful stewards of the mysteries of God? 1 Corinthians 4:1 (ESV) 1  This 

is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the 

mysteries of God.  

 

Those leaders in view here are therefore the apostles, prophets, elders, and 

pastors who instructed the saints after the resurrection of our Lord Jesus 

Christ and directed the government of the various churches that were 

established. More specifically, these leaders included Stephen was stoned, 

and James who was beheaded. These men steal the truth they proclaim by 

laying down their lives. To prevent many of these Hebrew Christians from 



apostatizing back into Judaism, the Holy Spirit reminds them of what true 

Christian leadership looks like, and thus what should be imitated. 

 

Read: Hebrews 13:7-8 

 

Introduction: We are called to a faithful interpretation of our current text. 

We remember what God has already said, Hebrews 13:5 (ESV) 5  Keep 

your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, 

for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” The message is 

clear, if he whom you claim as your Lord has promised to never leave you 

nor forsake you, then therefore our duty is to never leave him nor forsake 

Him. We need to draw a couple of conclusions concerning that statement. 

First, we connect the truth that the Lord is my/our helper. The saint is in 

constant need of an all-powerful helper. 

 

We also need to consider what a great grace it is to be made conscious of our 

helplessness. Without constant divine assistance, defeat is certain. The Lord 

is just as much our helper when under divine discipline is on delivering us 

from trouble. 

 

Thus, the second aspect we must entertain is if it is true, then, Psalm 46:1 

(ESV) 1  God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

Yes, when we walk through the valley of the shadow of death, He will be 

with me and His rod and staff will comfort me, Psalms 23:4. Our worst 

enemies can do us no harm without the Lord’s permission, Job 1. 

 

We also recognized the peculiar circumstances of these Hebrew Christians. 

Their opponents were largely unbelieving brothers. The temptation to 

apostatize was very great. They needed to be reminded of Proverbs 29:25 

(ESV) 25  The fear of man lays a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD 

is safe. We remember that Abraham was caught in the snare of man when he 

went down to Egypt. The fear of man filled Israel with unbelief when they 

found themselves about to enter the promised land. That same fear of man 

caught Peter in denying the Lord. 

 



This text is meant to strengthen them against temptations to apostatize and 

called them to steadfastness in the faith by imitating those church leaders 

who went before them. 

 

Transition: Our text points out these primary functions of a pastor, rule the 

church administratively, speak the word of God, and established for all to 

see, the pattern of faith for the people of faith. These instructions are meant 

to be a bulwark against the ever-present temptations even in our day to 

apostasy. Therefore, according to our text, our first task is to:  

 

1. Remember: Hebrews 13:7-8 (ESV) 7  Remember your leaders, those 

who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of 

life, and imitate their faith. 8  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today 

and forever. 

 

We are commanded to give these leaders a place in our memories. Leader in 

Greek means rulers. We must connect with what ruler means. Pastors do not 

rule by fiat but by the administrative functions that signify and highlight the 

orderly people of God. We are therefore here,  not required to submit to 

them because the theme involves the call to imitation. So much of their 

influence is descriptive, not prescriptive. The leader is to see that the order 

of the church is not disturbed. In a congregationally governed church, that 

order has been proscribed by Scripture and a commonly agreed-upon polity. 

 

Christian leaders are those men qualified by Scripture to expound and 

enforce the Scriptures. The office is not legislating, but administrative. This 

leader possesses no arbitrary power. That power is given to Christ as He 

governs the church through His word. The pastor’s task is to declare the will 

of God and the statutes of our reigning king. This calls all of those within the 

church to be discerning, 1 John 4:1 (ESV) 1  Beloved, do not believe every 

spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many 

false prophets have gone out into the world. The leader is not to be 

remembered for his pleasing personality, how moving His message is, or the 

number of his followers. This is what is to be remembered, John 3:34 



(ESV) 34  For he whom God has sent utters the words of God, for he 

gives the Spirit without measure. 

 

Transition: The second aspect of their ministry is to be remembered and 

that is their faith. We are therefore called to: 

 

2. Remember by Imitating: Hebrews 13:7-8 (ESV) 7  Remember your 

leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of 

their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8  Jesus Christ is the same 

yesterday and today and forever. 

 

In what sense of the faith of the various senses of faith are we to imitate? 

First, faith is that principle of trust when the heart turns to God and rests 

upon His word by which we are saved, Ephesians 2:8 (ESV) 8  For by 

grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 

doing; it is the gift of God … Second, faith refers to those stated truths that 

are to be believed, God’s truth. Faith refers to the word of faith, Romans 

10:8 (ESV) 8  But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your 

mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 

this is the faith that we contend for, Jude 3. Thirdly, faith is used to identify 

the fruit and the works faith produces, 1 Thessalonians 3:6 (ESV) 6  But 

now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us the 

good news of your faith and love and reported that you always 

remember us kindly and long to see us, as we long to see you—. 

Fourthly, and most commonly, faith refers to faithfulness, Galatians 5:5 

(ESV) 5  For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for 

the hope of righteousness. 

 

These leaders despite the temptation to apostatize remained loyal to Christ 

continued to minister to His people, and lived ready to lay down their lives 

for the gospel and the truth. The phrase “their way of life” is translated in 

these ways, their way of life, the result of their conduct, or the end of their 

conversation. This phrase refers to the final phase of our lives positing the 

question are we faithful even unto death? An example of this is found in 2 

Timothy 4:7-8 (ESV) 7  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 



race, I have kept the faith. 8  Henceforth there is laid up for me the 

crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award 

to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his 

appearing. The question is of those whom we imitate did they finish 

well? 

 

To remember in imitation includes thankfulness to God for them, speaking 

well of them, and their efforts to establish the saints in the faith. If we 

remember their faith, we will perceive the error of which we are warned in 

Hebrews 13:9. These are the marks of a biblical sermon: it makes sin to be 

more hated, God to be more feared, Christ to be more highly valued, and the 

path of our duty crystal clear. 

 

To follow their faith means to ponder their trust in God and pray for an 

increase in our trust. My task, therefore, is to set before us such an example 

of faith and holiness that it will be your duty to follow. 

 

Transition: Now we consider to: 

3. Remember Our Hope: Hebrews 13:7-8 (ESV) 7  Remember your 

leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of 

their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8  Jesus Christ is the same 

yesterday and today and forever. 
 

This statement is meant to assure those Hebrew believers that the passing of 

the old covenant for the new, the obsolescence of Judaism, and the 

inauguration of Christianity, is of God’s design and will. The temple was 

destroyed, the ceremonial law is gone, and the priesthood no longer 

ministers, but Jesus Christ the head of the church, the only mediator between 

God and man, who abides unchanged. Foundations do not change. 

 

Jesus Christ is our hope in life and death, He has earned the title Lord, there 

will be no replacement, alteration, or way. He is the same always in His 

divine person, eternal, immutable, and without any deficiency. 

 



Conclusion: As the foundation of the faith once and for all delivered to the 

saints, Christ cannot change in the sense of His character, faithfulness, and 

righteousness. There is no shadow of turning with Him. 

In His humanity, he changed, he grew up, his body changed, and in his 

resurrection, He received His glorified body. In His ministry, He was a man 

of sorrows. Now, He is King, victorious, ruling, and full of joy for His 

people's sake. These things will not change, Jesus is a friend forever, our 

king in glory, our Savior internally, our great high priest in perpetuity, our 

fountain of grace, never failing, the wellspring of living water, that never 

runs dry. People, therefore, apostatize at their eternal peril.  

 

 


